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to include some kind of compulsory physical exercise and military training in the
school and college curriculum. Nothing was better suited to inculcate a spirit of
discipline and promote character among students than compulsory military

t raining.

Mr. MUKANDI LAL moved several minor amendments and emphasized that the
primary duty of the Government was to educate boys in a manner that they might
grow into proper citizens capable of doing good and fit to defend their hearths and
homes. Government not only did nothing to promote the growth of public spirit
among the student?, but, on the contrary, tried to retaid it by setting the police to
\\atch the movements of patriotic young men.

Kban i'ahddur Harlz HIdayat Hussain, supporting the resolution, strongly
advocated an Increase in the number of the University Training Corps.

The resolution, as amended by Mr. Mukandi Lai, was put and adopted, the
Government not challenging a division.

ELECTION OF  VILLAGE PANCHAYATS

On the rjf/i DECEMBER the Council was given to the discussion
on the resolution moved by Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu recommending
that the village Panchyets of the province should be constituted on elective basis
and endowed with powers of taxation. PL Gurtu said that in olden days the village
Panchayets were institutions on which the entire fabric of the country's Government
was based. The system gradually disappeared because of the policy of extreme
centralization introduced by India's British rulers. The principle adopted by the
latter was devolution of authority from the top to the bottom. That this principle was
wrong was pointed put by the Decentralization Commission of 1909 since when the
Government of India and also the local Governments have been taking some interest
in village panchayets. The striking defect of the Panchayet Act ;n the United
Provinces was that whereas in Bengal, Bombay, Madras and the Punjab the
Panchayets were electeds in the U. P. they were selected and appointed. Further,
although the Act was passed in 1920, in nine years there were only 4000 Pancha-
yets for one lakh of villages in the province.

Nawab Yusuf, Minister for local Self-Government, opposed the resolution on
the ground that as the Panchayets are being entrusted with Judicical functions they
should not be constituted on elective basis.

The resolution after prolonged debate was defeated by fifty votes against
thirty.

USE OF KHADDAR BY GOVERNMENT

On the i#.th DECEMBER the Council met amidst unusal excitement as certain
very interesting resolutions concerning the use of khaddar by Government depart-
ments and the plea for the release of political prisoners at once stood up on the
agenda paper.

The motion recommending to the Government to use khaddar as far as
practicable in all Government departments and institutions which stood in the name
of Mr. Ganesh Sankar Vidyarthi was taken up by Mr. Sampurnanand. An inte-
resting debate followed in which quite a good number of members, both official and
non-official, participated,

Thakur Manjeet Singh Rathoie supporting the motion said that that was the least
and minimum demand that one could expect from Government of one's own country*
He supported the motion not on political grounds, bui on economical grounds, as
such move on the Government side would provide work for thousands lying idk.

Replying to the debate the Minister for Industries said that the Government
were doing its level best to patronise Indian industries.

When the motion was put to the House it was carried by 41 to 33 votes.

RELEASE OF POLITICAL  PRISONERS

After luncheon hours Babu Bhagwati Sahai Bedar moved the House to re-
commend to the Government to take immediate steps to release all political prisoners
committed to jail or undergoing prosecution under political or quasi-political charges
in the United Provinces and approach the proper authorities to declare a general
amnesty before December 31, 1929. Mr. Bedar ia a forceful speech traced the
history of British pledges to India and characterised them as a very hopeless record.
He said that if the British government were serious about the talk of